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Sri Lanka

A nation’s budget is one of the most important policies for the 
country’s children. It is through the budget that the financial means 
necessary for the fulfilment of the rights of all children are allocated. 
Since the way in which Governments use public funds matters 
enormously to children, UNICEF Sri Lanka is engaged in budget 
analyses, particularly of what the national budget brings to the 
social sectors that most impact children’s lives.

This brief shares observations based on the Budget Speech 2021, presented to the Parliament of Sri 
Lanka on 17th November 2020 by Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, Minister of Finance. This brief highlights 
relevant budget proposals that will impact the social sectors, families and children.

The Budget Speech 2021 sets out to focus on strengthening the Government of Sri Lanka’s 
medium-term programme of poverty alleviation and economic revival, as envisaged within 
the campaign manifesto of H.E. Gotabaya Rajapaksa, and later national policy framework, 
Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour. The objectives of inclusive growth and reduction of 
disparities in income levels and inequalities are listed as core factors of this vision. The 
Budget Speech lays out the primary objectives of the Government’s social development 
programme, which includes:

 » expansion of health services;

 » high-quality human resources;

 » quality education system;

 » youth better equipped to contribute positively to the growth, with a sports-friendly 
community that helps create a healthy young generation of children and youth;

 » implementation of a robust social welfare and security programme for the vulnerable 
groups, elders, differently-abled persons, and low-income groups, and empowerment of 
those who lead difficult lives to be productive;

 » development of basic infrastructure requirement, including new communication technology, 
beyond drinking water, irrigation, roads, electricity, banks and financial facilities;

 » reformed legal system with increased efficiency and administration of justice.



The Budget Speech recognizes that investment in public 
health has become more important than ever. Sri Lanka 
has done a comparatively great job in controlling the spread 
of the virus. The budget aims to allow for the expansion of 
the health services to effectively safeguard people from 
pandemics such as the COVID-19 as well as from non-
communicable diseases (NCDs), which currently have a high 
incidence in the country. The Government has been able to 
reprioritize existing loans from different creditors to focus 
on prevention of COVID-19, supply of drinking water, rural 
road development, expansion of rural health services, and 
improvement of nutrition of mothers and children.

HEALTH

An additional Rs 18,000 million were allocated for the expansion of maternity and 
child clinics, dispensaries and adult service centers, laboratory services, hospitals 
and research institutes with the required human resources to maintain a people-
centric health service. Rs. 5,000 million have been allocated to improve rural 
hospitals, dispensaries, and maternal clinics. Further, the budget aims to increase 
the production capacity of the State Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Corporation 
to expand the production of essential pharmaceuticals. Finally, nursing schools 
will be upgraded to become degree-awarding institutions, in order to expand the 
professional education of nursing and nursing services. 

18,000
(Rs Mn.)  Were additionally allocated for the 
expansion of clinics, dispensaries, service 
centers, hospitals and research institutes.

5,000
(Rs Mn.)  have been allocated to 
improve rural hospitals, dispensaries, 
and maternal clinics.

It is encouraging to see that as the Government continues to 
strengthen primary health care services, with a greater focus on 
non-communicable diseases (NCDs), allocations to maternal and 
child health (MCH) are also highlighted as priority. It is crucial that 
they are maintained or improved to continue the advances made in 
this area--which have placed Sri Lanka as example in the region. 

Given the unacceptably high levels of persistent 
malnutrition in the country, and the risk for deterioration 
brought by the COVID-19 crisis, it is encouraging to 
see the issue of nutritional development of infants and 
pregnant mothers receive some prominence in the 
Budget Speech, under a dedicated section.  

The Budget Speech highlights that the production of 
Thriposha—the supplementary food to children under 
five and pregnant mothers—in Sri Lanka has been 
severely curtailed due to the lack of cereals such as 
maize, soya and green gram, key ingredients. This has 
affected availability of Thriposha, which limited the 
number of mothers and children able to benefit from 
this essential nutrition service. An additional allocation of 

Rs. 1,500 million will be provided to increase Thriposha 
production, purchasing the needed raw materials from 
local farmers. Uninterrupted distribution of Thriposha is 
expected to restart from March 2021 so that all those 
who must benefit from it are again reached.

Priority to addressing malnutrition is a must, particularly 
in the current context. The very high prevalence of 
wasting at 15 per cent in children under the age of five 
years requires prompt actions in view of far-reaching 
consequences of associated risks with morbidity, poor 
child development outcomes and higher risk of mortality. 
It increases the risk of stunted growth, which is already 
high at 17 per cent, impaired cognitive development and 
non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in adulthood (DHS, 
2016). Malnutrition has remained a critical issue in the 
country, having shown stagnation for a decade. In fact, 
the very high levels of wasting puts Sri Lankan amongst 
the worst 10 countries on this indicator in the world, 
which is incompatible with the level of progress the 
country has achieve in other areas of child wellbeing. 

NUTRITION
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COVID-19 has only exacerbated these challenges. The loss 
of income has severely impacted the ability of vulnerable 
households to provide for their families. As a result, child 
wasting is set to rise further. Global estimates suggest 
that an additional 6.7 million children will become wasted 
globally, an increase of 14 per cent, with South Asia being 
the most affected. Reduction of quantity and quality 
of food consumption amongst a quarter of households 
in Sri Lanka has already been recorded. High levels of 
malnutrition among children impact negatively on their 
mental and physical development, and therefore on the 
development of the country’s human capital and economy.

It would have been extremely positive to see earmarked 
investment in a very practical way on protecting food 
security and nutrition of young children: extending 
the existing "Nutritional Allowance for Pregnant and 
Lactating Mothers" to ensure that they continue to 
receive the vouchers until the child turns two years old. 
Currently mothers receive 10 vouchers of Rs. 2,000 
each, for six months of pregnancy and four months 
post-delivery. An additional allocation of Rs. 4,000 
million to the programme in 2021 would guarantee this 
extension, which should then be made permanent to 
help ensure every Sri Lankan child the right start in life.  

The Budget Speech makes reference to the need for educational 
reforms to ensure high quality of human resources. For such, 
an education system that allows children to hone their skills and 
competencies and become productive citizens in a knowledge-
driven economy is to be built. The reforms aim to bring more 
coherence into the education system, through formalization of 
learning methodologies within the school system. Another step 
mentioned is expansion of provision of internet facilities to schools. 
A national education policy will regulate all education institutes and 
education reforms.

Further, upon request of the villages, Rs. 3,000 million were 
allocated to provide the required teachers and basic facilities to 
rural schools, along with the programme to increase the number 
of national schools to 1,000, as per H.E. Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s 
campaign manifesto, Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour. 
Investment in improving rural and non-national schools are critical 
because important disparities in learning outcomes and skills 
development are a reality, as children from different backgrounds 
and parts of the country access schools which range in quality and 
resources.

COVID-19 will likely exacerbated these challenges. Efforts are 
being made to strengthen distance education so to ensure 
continuous provision of education in the face of the COVID-19 
crisis. The E-Thaksalawa learning portal is to be updated, and 
rural and non-national schools in difficult areas will be provided 
television sets to make the ‘Guru Gedara’ education channel 
available to all students, given the shortage of teachers. Rs. 3,000 
million will be allocated for this purpose. There are also provisions 
for the expansion of internet coverage to the entire country (an 
investment of Rs.15,000 million in 2021-22), which is timely in the 
context of COVID-19 and any other similar future shock that could 
make children not able to attend school physically. 

These allocations are positive. However, learning losses due to 
the prolonged school closure are a reality and will likely increase 
disparities. Evidence shows the significant long-term negative 
impact of school closures on children’s learning outcomes for 
years, translating into a loss of earnings into adulthood. However, 
the global evidence also reveals that the learning losses (hence 

EDUCATION

earning losses) could be effectively recovered with remediation 
for one school year after reopening, coupled with instruction 
reorientation continued for subsequent years. And this 
remediation must happen now throughout the education 
system, starting from the early grades in particular. The missed 
opportunity for acquisition of foundational skills and minimum 
essential competencies at primary level, including literacy and 
numeracy as well as soft skills, must be minimized immediately 
especially among the most vulnerable. 

Thus, it would have been important for the Budget Speech to 
emphasize the need to effectively address losses of learning 
and skills development with adequate funds for remedial 
measures for learning recovery and mitigation of widening 
disparities, starting from the early grades at the primary level.  
This would include supporting schools and teachers to adjust 
the curriculum and conduct formative assessments to help 
each child according to their learning needs. It will also be 
important to increase the resilience of the education sector 
to secure continuous learning for all children, including the 
most disadvantaged, with the development of multi-year, 
sustainable, costed plans for blended learning (face-to-face + 
online), guided by evidence. Greater investment for teachers 
and parents is essential to capacitate them to enable flexible, 
effective continuous learning through various forms, both at 
school and home environment. 
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The Budget Speech unequivocally states the goal of 
poverty eradication and recognizes the role of the 
Government in such endeavour, remaining true to the 
goals stated in the Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour. 
The implementation of a robust social welfare and 
security programme for the vulnerable groups, elders, 
differently-abled persons, and low-income groups is 
cited as a fundamental tenet of the Government’s 
public policy, as is the responsibility to empower those 
who lead difficult lives with no fixed income but with 
production capacity. 

The Budget Speech recognizes the vulnerability of many 
workers in Sri Lanka, including during the COVID-19 crisis 
when many lost livelihoods, but also when they reach old 
age, not having a source of income to count on. 

 POVERTY,
 VULNERABILITY
 AND SOCIAL
PROTECTION

 EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION

It is promising to see a focus on educational reform to build 
the human capital of the country. However, human capital 
formation begins in the womb, and is greatly determined in 
the first few years of life. The first 1,000 days of life is the 
most important period for children and formative for their 
health, growth and cognitive development, setting them on 
the path of their future education and employment. 

Yet, in Sri Lanka, 40 per cent of the children aged three to 
four years do not have access to either pre-schools or early 
childhood development centres (DHS, 2016). This coverage 
level is low compared to that in other middle- to high-income 
countries. In Sri Lanka, services are mostly being provided 
by private initiative, increasing inequities from an early age. 
The pre-school education sub-sector has received extremely 
limited public resources in the past years. 

The COVID-19 crisis has brought greater challenges for 
the sub-sector. Furthermore, since the vast majority of the 
existing pre-schools is run by own-account workers who rely 
on the monthly collection of tuition fees for sustenance, the 
prolonged pre-school closure poses direct impacts on their 
incomes and thus makes them extremely vulnerable, which 
leads to greater risks of sustainability of those privately-
owned pre-schools. 

Yet, public spending on early childhood education seems 
to remain unearmarked in this year’s budget. The Budget 
Speech commendably gives a lot of focus to the importance 
of investing in youth. For such, funds have been allocated 
for vocational training, TVET, universities. These are certainly 
very important and encouraging. However, globally, the 
highest rates of return have been found on investments in 
early childhood development and education, since the early 
years are the most crucial in terms of brain and cognitive 
development. And the positive impacts of early childhood 
education and development are greater among those 
disadvantaged, hence investment in early years work as an 
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equalizer. Young children’s brains grow to 80 per cent of adult 
size by age three and to 90 per cent by age five. They grow 
faster and learn more in their early years than in any other 
period of life.

How do we ensure that every child, especially those from 
vulnerable households or the most isolated communities, 
is able to access at least one year of these life-changing 
high quality pre-school education services? There are many 
proven solutions, which should be included in discussions on 
educational reforms, given Sri Lanka’s ambition to improve 
the human capital of the country; human capital begins in 
early childhood. This was well recognized in the campaign 
manifesto of H.E. Gotabaya Rajapaksa. It is thus important 
to secure increased allocation of the Education budget to the 
pre-school education sub-sector. 



Some measures to start tackling some of these issues 
are put forward, such as: a Samurdhi Life Savings 
Account for each Samurdhi beneficiary; introduction of 
a contributory pension scheme for the self-employed 
and those in the informal sector; a contributory pension 
scheme for workers engaged in foreign employment; 
as well as a the creation of a new insurance scheme to 
support those who temporarily loose livelihoods due to 
quarantine process related to epidemics.

The Speech also highlights some livelihood support 
initiatives, aimed at empowering low-income 
households. These include a “Samurdhi enterprise 
development loan scheme,” aimed at enhancing the 
home-based economies and entrepreneurial ventures of 
Samurdhi beneficiaries; the establishment of a network 
of shops operated by female entrepreneurs (25,000) 
chosen from Samurdhi families to sell local products, 
accompanied by credit facilities and an allocation 
of Rs. 1,000 million; and a programme to upgrade 
household economies of 200,000 Samurdhi families, 
with an allocation of Rs. 10,000 million. Furthermore, 
the Speech announced an increase of the daily wage of 
plantation workers to Rs. 1,000. 

The centrality of poverty eradication in the Budget 
Speech is extremely positive, as it recognizes that 
poverty is a major hindrance for the development of 
the country, and moreover that it is more than a lack of 
money, but deprivations in dimensions such as health, 
education, social welfare, water and sanitation, housing, 
electricity, environment, etc. It shows the importance of 
understanding poverty and vulnerability in Sri Lanka in a 
better, multidimensional way. The Department of Census 
and Statistics is making strides towards that, being in 
the process of developing a national Multidimensional 

Poverty Index (MPI), including a child-specific MPI. Such 
methodology of poverty measurement will be able to 
better inform policies for poverty eradication.

In Sri Lanka, even though only four per cent of the 
population is below the poverty line (of approximately 
Rs. 4,000/month), a majority of the population still lives 
on limited and vulnerable incomes. Around threequarters 
of the population live on US$10 per day or less, when 
measured in purchasing power parity (PPP) terms. Using 
the World Bank’s conversion factor – and adjusted for 
inflation – this is the equivalent of Rs. 613 per person 
per day in 2020. Furthermore, around 36 per cent live on 
US$5.50 per day or less, expressed in PPP terms. This 
means that the majority of children are growing up in 
families that are struggling financially. 

In order to accelerate the poverty eradication agenda, it 
would be strategic for the Government to consider deeper 
reforms in its social protection system, establishing a 
modern system based on the right and ability of everyone 
to access social protection as required. Countries with 
well-established social protection systems usually 
offer universal access to social protection benefits that 
address risks associated with, for example, childhood, 
unemployment, maternity/paternity, sickness, injury, loss 
of a breadwinner, disability and old age, complemented by 
small social assistance programmes that offer additional 
support to those still living in poverty. These systems 
have been a core component of the successful economic 
growth in high-income countries. 

At a minimum, Sri Lanka should explore offering universal 
child benefits (a monthly transfer to all families with 
children), universal disability benefits, and universal old 
age pension. This would be an administratively simple 
and effective means of providing support to the vast 
majority of households across Sri Lanka, including all 
of those considered the most vulnerable in society. It 
would also serve as a strong economic growth tool, help 
to keep individuals food-secure and well-nourished, and 
strengthen trust in government, since citizens would 
be able to clearly see that they are being cared for in an 
inclusive, easily understood, non-controversial, popular 
and transparent manner. 

If the Government budgets aim to shift focus onto 
investment as the cornerstone of Sri Lanka’s growth, 
investment in eradicating poverty and alleviating 
vulnerability through an inclusive social protection 
system is essential, as it represents a proven, high-
return investment in the most valuable asset in Sri 
Lanka: its people. 

1According to the World Bank– which uses Government of Sri Lanka data from the 2016 Household Income and Expenditure Survey. PovCalNet of the World Bank at: 
http://iresearch.worldbank.org/PovcalNet/home.aspx

36%
of Sri Lankans live 
on US$5.50 per day 
or less, expressed in 
purchasing power 
parity (PPP) terms
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10,000
(Rs Mn.) Will 
be allocated to 
upgrade household 
economies of 
200,000 Samurdhi 
families



The Government made the provision of safe drinking water for all a 
priority, as stated in the Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour campaign 
Manifesto of H.E. President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. This prioritization is 
visible in the Budget Speech 2021. A “Water for all National Programme 
2021-2024” aims to make available Rs. 1 trillion (Rs. 1,000 billion) in 
2021-2024 to invest in 1,000 community water projects, 171 major 
projects aimed at enhancing the production capacity, new water supply 
schemes and expedite ongoing projects with the objective of ensuring 
access to drinking water to the entire population. Through such 
investments, the Government intends to provide pipe-borne drinking 
water to an additional 3.5 million families throughout the country.

WATER, 
SANITATION 
AND HYGIENE

CHILD 
PROTECTION
The Budget Speech mentions the maxim that “Justice 
delayed is justice denied,” acknowledging that delays 
in the legal system—a reality in Sri Lanka—deny 
people legal protection and adversely affect the trust 
of the people in the system. Thus, the Government 
plans to rapidly complete cases and appeals related 
to fundamental rights of people, that have been piled 
up in the Supreme Court. Rs. 20,000 million have 
been allocated for a fast-tracked intensive three-year 
programme aimed at increasing the number of Justices 

and staff in the entire legal system and expanding the 
required infrastructure to rapidly solve those cases. 

UNICEF is encouraged to see attention to the delays in 
the justice system, which was also stated in the campaign 
manifesto of H.E. President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, Vistas 
of Prosperity and Splendour. The manifesto indicated 
that each District Court would have a dedicated section 
to resolve court cases pertaining to children, without 
delay. The delays in the legal system in Sri Lanka 
disproportionally affect the rights of children, as a 
substantial number of cases delayed relate to children. 

A study that examined 14,966 cases in High Courts across 
the country found that 4,032 (nearly one third of cases) 
pertained to child abuse. Each year, over 2,500 child abuse 
cases reach the Attorney General’s Department from 
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In the 2021 Budget, Rs. 125 billion (Rs. 125,000 million) will 
be allocated to implement 263 community water projects, 
enhance the usage of current water supply through 171 
projects and to commence 40 new projects. Further to this 
allocation, treasury guarantees will be provided to obtain 
bank financing.

In order to respond to requests from villages as they relate 
to water and sanitation, an additional allocation of Rs.5,000 
million will be made to provide pipe-borne water connections 
to 450,000 houses in 2021, together with the improvements 
in community drinking water development programs, 
and reservoirs and water sources. The Government will 
also allocate Rs. 3,000 million for waste management in 
Pradeshiya Sabhas in order to prevent the wildlife from being 
attracted to villages due dumping of garbage.

The Government has launched “Surakimu Ganga,” an 
ambitious national environment conservation programme 

which aims at conserving the water resources in 103 natural 
river basins in the country used for drinking water, among 
other purposes. Irregular disposal of waste, soil erosion and 
use of pesticides have become an environmental challenge. 
In 2021, an additional amount of Rs. 200 million will be 
allocated for identified priority programmes such as the 
prevention of irregular disposal of sewage. The usage of 
single use polythene and plastics will be banned starting in 
January 2021. 

These plans and investments are bold and very encouraging 
as safe drinking water, along with proper sanitation and 
hygiene, is crucial for health and survival, especially for 
children, who are amongst the most vulnerable to diseases. 
This will certainly boost the progress that Sri Lanka has 
made on access to safe drinking water, as 91 per cent of the 
population has access to safe drinking water, yet only 52 per 
cent has access to pipe-borne safe drinking water (National 
Water Supply and Drainage Board, 2019).  

(Rs.125,000 million) will be allocated for 
increasing access to safe drinking water125 Rs.billion



CHILD-
 FRIENDLY
CITIES
The Budget Speech recognizes the importance of ensuring citizens have leisure 
and healthy spaces in their surroundings. Investments in this domain are important, 
particularly for children, who need safe and stimulating places to play, learn and grow. 

Allocations have been made to establish urban walking tracks and associated common 
amenities in municipal and urban council areas around the country in an eco-friendly 
manner. Rs. 2,000 million is allocated to develop common outdoor facilities. An 
additional allocation of Rs. 3,000 million is made to develop rural school playgrounds 
and rural sports societies, so as to encourage school children to engage in sports. Further, 
Rs. 3,000 million is allocated to maintain roads in Pradeshiya Sabha areas without 
adequate revenue, to maintain cleanliness in village markets and common areas, disposal 
of wastage and provision of community sanitary facilities. 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (SDGs) commits to "leaving no one 
behind" and to provide children and youth with a nurturing environment for the full 
realization of their rights and capabilities. Goal 11 of the Agenda calls explicitly for making 
cities and human settlements safe, resilient and sustainable. Investing in safe, cleaner, 
eco-friendly common areas helps the country to progress towards this goal. 

Sri Lanka is urbanizing at a fast rate. This demographic shift necessitates a rethinking of 
cities, and how they can boost child development and fulfil their rights. This represents 
a huge opportunity, and a considerable responsibility. Cities that are best prepared for 
this shift will be in a position to affect positive and lasting change in a rapidly changing 
world. A Child-Friendly City is a city, town, municipality, community or any system of local 
governance committed to fulfilling child rights as articulated in the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC). It is where the voices, needs, priorities and rights of children are 
an integral part of public policies, programmes, and decisions. It would be encouraging to 
see further investments and commitment to establish child-friendly cities in Sri Lanka. 

2,500+
Child abuse cases reach the Attorney 
General’s Department each year.

3,000
(Rs Mn.) Have been allocated to develop 
rural school playgrounds and rural 
sports societies, so as to encourage 
school children to engage in sports

police stations countrywide. Therefore, adequate allocations to 
Courts and the Attorney General’s Department (AGD), as well 
as to the Police Department, are crucial in avoiding stagnation 
of cases and delays in the administration of justice. In addition 
to financial resources, changes in administrative procedures, 
as well as amendments to certain laws, are necessary to make 
the criminal justice process related to children more efficient. 

Further, while UNICEF encourages the investment in 
addressing the backlog of cases and therefore acting on the 
response side of violence and abuse of children, it would 
have been positive to also see a focus on investments in the 
prevention side, such as programmes to address violence and 
abuse of children in all settings, which was a priority in the 
campaign manifesto. Greater attention to and investment in 
prevention interventions at home, in schools and institutions 
would be very welcomed.

Finally, given the high number of children in institutions 
(over 10,000—with more being brought into orphanages and 
care homes due to the COVID-19 crisis), it would have been 
important for the Budget Speech to put forward adequate 
allocations to allow for the implementation of the National 
Policy on Alternative Care, so that children can be successfully 
reunited with their families.
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UNICEF Sri Lanka analyses the trends in the national budgets for the social 
sectors over the past few years. Find current and upcoming reports at:

 www.unicef.org/srilanka 

The year 2020 turned the lives of children around the 
world up-side down. In Sri Lanka, despite relative 
success in preventing the spread of the virus, it is not 
different. COVID-19 has become more than a health 
crisis. Millions are facing economic hardship for the 
first time, and those who were already struggling 
before, are facing devastation. Children, due to their 
particular developmental stage, risk even greater 
fallout from this crisis. This means that the decisions 
being made by Sri Lanka now, as it prepares and 
deliberates on its Budget Estimates for 2021, will be 
critical in limiting the damage of COVID-19 on the 
country, its future, and its children. 

Prior to COVID-19, Sri Lanka had made remarkable 
progress in improving the lives of children over decades. 
Yet, the majority of children were still being brought up 
in families that were struggling financially, child wasting 
was already at the very high rate of 15 per cent of children 
under five nationwide, and food comprised over 40 per 
cent of total expenditure for most families, making it 
difficult for parents and caregivers to provide adequately 
for their children. COVID-19 is likely exacerbating existing 
vulnerabilities and creating new ones. Behind every 
negative statistic there are children who are missing the 
chance to realise their full potential. Despite the challenge 
of COVID-19, with the right prioritisation and investment in 
the 2021 Budget, Sri Lanka’s children can come out of this 
crisis better protected than before.

Words matter...

Word                                  Appearances

Amendment/Amendments 8
Bank/banks/banking 53
Child development 0
Child rights 0
Child/children/children’s 8
Climate 1
Clinics 2
Cohesion 0
Constitution 1
Corruption 1
COVID 10
Data 2
Debt 8
Deficit 10
Disabled/differently abled 3
Disaster 1
Disparities 1
Doctor 0
Drug/drugs 5
Education/educational 34
Elders 1
Elephant 4

Number of

Employment 24
Export/exports/exportation 40
Families 7
Father 0
Floods/droughts/landslides 0
Food 6
Food security 1
Girl/boy 0
Green 4
Health 22
Hospital/hospitals 7
Household 2
Human capital 0
Human development 1
Import/imports/importation/
importer

42

Inequities 1
Insurance 14
Internet 1
Justice 3
Loan/loans 34
Low income 5
Malnutrition/wasting/stunting 0
Men/Men’s 5
Mother/mothers/maternal/
maternity

9

Nurse 0
Nutrition/nutritional 2
Pandemic/pandemics 5

Parks 4
Peace 0
Pension 8
Police 7
Poverty 4
Pregnant 4
Renewable 6
Retirement/retired 6
Rights 2
Road/roads 15
Samurdhi 14
Sanitation 1
School/schools 18
Skills 5
Social protection 1
Social welfare 2
Sport/sports 22
Student/students 8
Teacher/teachers 4
Technology/technological 32
Thriposha 4
Trade 19
Violence 0
Vocational 13
Vulnerable 1
Water 30
Welfare 5
Women/women’s 8
Youth/young 12

Frequency of key words in 
the Budget Speech 2021


